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1.0 Purpose
To provide a report on the progress of ecological surveys at Kiln Meadow, Bobbit’s Lane, Ipswich,
Suffolk

2.0 Surveys
The following suite of Surveys has been undertaken/are ongoing

Species Timing Results Legal Status Comments
Great Crested
Newts

Spring 2010 None found Highly protected under the
WCA and EPS legislation also
BAP species

Species unlikely to be
present – confirmed during
conversations with Suffolk
Amphibian and Reptile
Group (D Sweeting
Pers.Com. 28/6/10)

Reptiles (Grass
Snakes,
Adders, Slow
Worms and
Common
Lizard)

June and
September

Slow worms, lizards and
grass snakes found to date
but currently only in small
numbers however June is
a sub optimal survey
month. A more definitive
result will be obtained in
September

Protected from killing and
injury under the WCA also BAP
species

Population size as yet
unknown - surveys
continuing the fact that 3
species found to date
qualifies the site for
registration as a key reptile
site as defined by Froglife –
the Herpetofauna Protection
Charity

Bats June -
September

No bats roosting on site
but activity studies
indicate bats using the
site for foraging
/commuting

Highly protected under the
WCA and EPS legislation also
BAP species

Surveys on going

Dormice May-
October

One record found in
Millennium Wood

Highly protected under the
WCA and EPS legislation also
BAP species one of Britain’s
rarest species

Surveys on going

Nesting Birds May- June The site as a whole held a
minimum of 20 breeding
bird species. Numbers of
birds recorded were
highest around the site
boundaries, particularly
along the eastern edge,
adjacent to Bobbit’s Lane.
Two Red-listed species
and 13 Amber-listed
species were recorded on
Site. Of these, Dunnock,
Whitethroat, and
Yellowhammer certainly
held breeding territories
within the Site.

Protected from killing and
injury and damage/destruction
to active nests, eggs and young

None of the species recorded
on the site can be considered
especially rare or
unexpected. They are a
typical selection of birds to
be found in this type of
habitat in this region. The
presence of the more mature
trees and scrub along the
Bobbit’s Lane edge of the
Site is clearly important in
terms of numbers and
diversity of species on the
Site.

Flora May/June Awaiting specialist report Awaiting specialist report
Hedgerows Ongoing Awaiting specialist report May be protected under the

Hedgerow regulations Awaiting
specialist report

Invertebrates Ongoing Awaiting specialist report Awaiting specialist report



Otters May Evidence of Otters found
in the nearby brook and
around the water body in
Bobbit’s Meadow.

Highly protected under the
WCA and EPS legislation also
BAP species

Contrary to assertions by
SKIM that the site is likely
to be used by the otters from
the nearby brook this claim
is assessed as unlikely

Water Voles May No evidence found but
known to frequent the
nearby brook

Fully Protected under the
Wildlife and Countryside Act
also BAP species

Anecdotal evidence that a
water vole has been seen
crossing Bobbit’s Lane into
site – to date origin of
sighting unknown and
credibility of witness not
verified – considered not
impossible but highly
unlikely

Native
Crayfish

Ongoing Awaiting specialist report Protected from taking from the
wild under WCA BAP species

Harvest Mouse October Awaiting survey results BAP Species
Badger Ongoing No badger setts on site

enquiries continuing to
establish location of
nearest known setts

Protected Under The Protection
Of Badgers Act 1992 from,
inter alia
damage/interference/disturbance
to sett

Presence/proximity of
badgers not a key issue for
this site

Common Toad Ongoing Evidence suggests that
5000- 7000 common toads
cross the site on their
spring migration to
Bobbit’s Meadow Pond.
The site is also used by a
large number of toads for
foraging but less likely to
constitute a major
resource for hibernation

BAP Species Numbers indicate this is a
site of importance and likely
to be one of the most
significant considerations in
terms of biodiversity impact
and planning considerations.
A toad specialist has been
engaged to provide an
assessment of the relevant
issues. According to Froglife
the numbers recorded at this
site are significantly larger
than many others around the
country (L Bennion Pers
Com 30/6/10).

According to the Joint
Nature Conservation
Committee (JNCC)
guidance a count of 1000
toads is an exceptional
population.
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