Lobby Briefing

Prepared by Ipswich Wildlife Group lobbying Ipswich Borough Council on behalf of SKiM regarding the future of Kiln Meadow, Thorington Hall[image: image2.jpg]
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1  Executive Summary

On behalf of the Save Kiln Meadow Campaign (SKiM), Ipswich Wildlife Group (IWG) request Ipswich Borough Council (IBC) to designate Kiln Meadow as an open space for wildlife rather than selling it for development. IWG also request that the future of Kiln Meadow should be resolved soon, to allow a long-term strategy for encouraging biodiversity and managing the recreational use.  

IBC, which owns the site which includes Kiln Meadow, has applied for, and been granted, outline planning permission by Babergh District Council (BDC). However, neither IBC nor BDC appear to have had regard for either legislative requirements to protect wildlife or their own policy statements relating to wildlife and the natural environment. 

2  Ipswich Wildlife Group

Ipswich Wildlife Group is a registered charity whose aim is to preserve and enhance wildlife in and around Ipswich.

In furtherance of this aim IWG carry out practical conservation work around Ipswich but chiefly in Spring Wood LNR where regular work parties have developed and implemented a management plan. This involves a regular program of coppicing to maintain biodiversity and provide renewable, local, beanpoles and pea sticks for gardeners. IWG, in conjunction with Greenways, offer guided tours of the wood, bluebell walks and dawn chorus walks around the whole area to interested individuals and groups. Most recently this has included a group from an Ipswich Rotary Club. IWG is also involved in the River Action group which has carried extensive river cleanups involving dozens of local volunteers. IWG has twice had the honour of being the IBC mayor's charity.

IWG work closely with IBC's impressive Greenways project, CSV (Community Service volunteers), Friends of Belstead Brook Park (FoBBP), and Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT).

SKiM (Save Kiln Meadow) is an ad-hoc campaign group, supported by a number of organisations both local and national. 

Representatives presenting this request are:-

Jen Jousiffe

Spring Wood Volunteer    




j.jousiffe@btinternet.com tel: 07879844939 or 01473 259104

Dave Munday

Meetings chair of IWG, Chairman of Ipswich Branch of SWT




davidmunday@tiscali.co.uk

Steve Pritchard
Greenways Volunteer

Ray Sidaway

Warden of Spring Wood, IWG committee member

Steve Thorpe

Co-ordinator of FoBBP, Tree Warden of Pinewood parish.

3  Kiln Meadow

3.1. Location

Kiln Meadow is an area between Spring Wood CWS and Bobbits Lane. Currently it is owned by Ipswich Borough Council. (IBC) and has outline planning permission for residential development granted by Babergh District Council (BDC) within whose boundaries it lies. It is part of the residential development known as Thorington Hall.  The outline planning permission was applied for in 2002 and granted in 2007. The reason for the delay is not known by us, but in this time the wildlife character of the area changed significantly.

Kiln Meadow is bisected by pylons and power lines. It is understood that the outline planning permission applies only to the part of the meadow between the power lines and Bobbits Lane.

Kiln Meadow is surrounded by three Local Nature Reserves (LNRs). These are Spring Wood (an ancient wood) LNR and CWS, Millennium Wood LNR, and Bobbits Lane LNR.

3.2. Current Usage

Currently the whole area is of great value for wildlife, and also as a green area for recreation, readily accessible to, and enjoyed by, many residents of Ipswich. Such 'urban fringe' wildlife areas are recognised as being of great value to both wildlife and people. Kiln Meadow itself exists as a dampish meadow, with many wildflowers and grasses, attracting butterflies and insects. A large population of toads lives in the meadow in summer, hibernating there or in Spring Wood, and migrating across to Bobbits Lane wet meadows in the breeding season. 

4  Wildlife

As explained, Kiln Meadow is surrounded by three wildlife areas, one county wildlife site (CWS) and two LNRs, one of which has also been proposed as a county wildlife site. Taken together with Kiln Meadow, this area provides a mosaic of habitats enhancing biodiversity to a greater extent than any of the individual sites taken in isolation.

More specifically:-

· Spring Wood CWS is an ancient woodland, a bluebell wood with a good range of native broadleaf trees including an ancient and rare small-leave lime which, it has been suggested, should be on the national tree register. IWG have worked hard to maintain the diversity by coppicing, building habitat piles, stag beetle piles, and by ensuring that paths are cleared and that the wood is clear of litter. Given the closeness to housing areas, a large number of people visit the wood, most of whom appreciate it. However there are threats – there have been incidents of theft of bluebells, some fires have been lit, trees cut down etc. Therefore the work done by IWG and Greenways in managing and looking after the wood is vitally important to preserve this asset – arguably as valuable  as any of the Constable paintings in the Ipswich museum - for future generations.

· Millennium Wood LNR is an extension to Spring Wood, which allows natural regeneration of the native trees in Spring Wood to ensure continuation of the particular genetic strains in the locality.  It was planted in 2000, and already looks like a wood and is popular with locals.

· Bobbits Lane  LNR (wet meadows)  is an area between the Belstead Brook and Bobbits Lane, which seasonally floods, allowing the development of  a wetland which is home to, at various times in the year,   toads, egrets, herons, kingfisher, otter, water vole, water rail, snipe,  and a very rare black poplar. The wetland is fed by streams coming across Kiln Meadow, which are in culverts, and whose course is not entirely certain. 

4.1. Toads 

For four years, IWG members have participated in toad patrols on Bobbits Lane, over about a month in the spring, to prevent toads that are migrating from Spring Wood and/or Kiln Meadow from being squashed by traffic on Bobbits Lane. The numbers of toads counted has increased significantly, and in 2008 over 4,400 toads were counted. This was reported to BBC Radio 4's 'World on the Move' and was the highest toad migration reported to them or to Froglife, the   organisation which co-ordinates toad crossing patrols nationally. Thus the site is of national importance, and it should be noted that the common toad (bufo bufo) is now a Suffolk BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) and a National BAP species.   

5  Hydrology

Bobbits Lane LNR (water meadows) is fed by underground culverted watercourses flowing under Kiln Meadow. In a survey done as part of the planning application, it was stated that the state of these culverts is unknown, and the route of at least one of them is also unknown. Any development is highly likely to damage the culverts and interrupt the flow of water into the wet meadows. This would lead to the degradation of the wet meadows and the associated wildlife habitat. It is also likely that the development will, permanently or temporarily, pollute the water flowing into the wet meadows and into the Belstead Brook, home to the only native population of brown trout in Suffolk.

6  Impact of Development

Clearly any development on Kiln Meadow would seriously impact the wildlife and habitats in the whole area. Given the impact on hydrology, it is unrealistic to expect the toad population or Bobbits Lane LNR to continue to exist in their current states. 

Some mitigation was proposed in the outline planning permission, but it did not address the impact on either the toad population or the water meadows. It concerned only fencing around Spring Wood, and was a much reduced, delayed and inadequate sum of money. The point is that money cannot replace lost wildlife and the prime habitat that exists here.

 Ipswich Borough Council's Responsibility

 The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (c. 16) Part 3 states that 

 '(1)Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as

is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of

conserving biodiversity.

(2) In complying with subsection (1), a Minister of the Crown, government

department or the National Assembly for Wales must in particular have regard

to the United Nations Environmental Programme Convention on Biological

Diversity of 1992.

(3) Conserving biodiversity includes, in relation to a living organism or type of

habitat, restoring or enhancing a population or habitat.'

and a key principle stated in Planning Policy Statement 9: Biological and Geological Conservation (PPS9) is :-

'Networks of Natural Habitats

Networks of Natural Habitats provide a valuable resource. They can link sites of biodiversity importance and provide routes or stepping stones for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of species in the wider environment. Local authorities should aim to maintain networks by avoiding or repairing the fragmentation and isolation of natural habitats through policies in plans. Such networks should be protected from development and where possible strengthened by or integrated within it. This may be done as part of a wider strategy for the protection and extension of open space and access routes such as canals and rivers including those within urban areas.' 

We therefore suggest that for IBC to sell the land for development is an abdication of the responsibility enshrined in this act.  

Within the Ipswich Local Plan 1997 (which appears to be the latest), statements NE15, NE16, NE17, NE18 and NE21  are policies which give a strong implication that Kiln Meadow would not be considered for development under IBC's own rules. 

 NE9 states 'Where appropriate, development proposals should be accompanied by an ecological and landscape assessment. This should form the basis of a proposed landscaping scheme that provides for the retention of natural features and achieves a local wildlife gain, to be implemented as part of the overall development.'  It is appreciated that this is a requirement that IBC places on developers submitting proposals to it, but it is surprising that IBC did not find it reasonable to submit such information in its application to Babergh. 

7  Conclusion 

Kiln Meadow, owned by IBC, is surrounded by CWSs/LNRs and is the home to, or at least a migration route for, one of the largest known populations of common toads in the country. We believe that Babergh District Council completely disregarded the wildlife aspects of the site when granting outline planning permission. They ignored their responsibilities to wildlife, and their own planning guidance and policy. We shall be making the appropriate representations about the site when detailed planning permission is applied for.

However, the current reality is that IBC own the site and should allow Kiln Meadow to become part of the whole Belstead Brook green corridor, alongside it's contiguous LNRs. To sell the land for development would wreck not only the wildlife of Kiln Meadow but the adjacent LNRs, and therefore we sincerely hope that Ipswich will not ignore its responsibilities to wildlife and the environment. We trust that Ipswich will continue to be a green and wildlife-friendly council, and preserve one of the best wildlife areas in Suffolk. Failure to do so could result in the degradation, if not the destruction, of an important part of the heritage of the people of Ipswich.

8  Appendices – Map
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